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MADRASA EDUCATION IN SOUTHERN KERALA:
NOVEL STRATEGIESAND RECOMMENDATIONS
TOMODERNIZETHE SYSTEM

*Hassan J

Abstract

Madrasas are functioning as theessentialcentre of Islamic civilization. These are
educational, cultural, religious and community centers. As an educational centre,
Madrasas have been playing key role in spreading of education. According to the
Sachar committee Report (2006), “ Madrasas (though not a substitute for regular
schools) is obligatory for Muslim as, apart from providing basic education, they indulge
as an important device of identity maintenance for the community” . The functioning of
Madrasa has its own history of slow changes. A lot of steps have been taken to modernize
the curriculum, structure, administration, planning and functioning of the Madrasas.
The present study thinks about enriching the quality of education through enriching
the various strategies of updating the knowledge level of teachers in the teaching-
learning process by applying new strategies and techniques of teaching. The process
of modernizing Madrasa is slow as the required changes are not taking place on time.
Because of this, Madrasas couldn’t raise their quality to meet the challenges of the
community. There is a need for restructure the functioning of Madrasas to keep them
gorgeous for the children. There is a need for more and more use of modern technologies
in administration, curriculum, teaching-learning, methodology, financing of Madrasa
etc.

Key words : MadrasaEducation, M odernization, Strategies and Recommendations, teaching- learning
methodol ogy.
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Introduction

“Allahwill raise up those of you have eman and those of you who have knowledge,
inranksand Allahisfully aware of whatever you do”. (Quran 58:11)

Inthedomain of Teaching andlearning areanintegral part human lifeand that started
from the dawn of living beingsonthissphere. Asfar asldamisconcerned, education has
been given uppermostprecedence. The notion of lifetime education was specified by the
Prophet Muhammed long before thewest appropriated thisindication. A hadith (sayings
of the Prophet) says, “ Seek knowledgefrom cradleto grave’ .M adrasas have been thechunk
of the ldlamic learning system since very early epochs and they were customarily the
very part of mosques. These mosques became social pivotal points for budding
communities; they doubled up as schoolsfor learning the Quran, basic coachinginMudim
ritua practices, and language instruction in Arabic, with accommodationsfor education
and social needs.

Othupalli and Dar sare thetwo distinct styles of Madrasa Education. The primary
one, Othupalli, isasort of principal school for religiousand Arabic education. Itismeant
for Mudimboysand girls. Othupallisare sngleteacher school swhich established adjacent
mosques. The Imam of the mosque also performs as the teacher of the Othupalli and
bouncesrudimentary |slamic education to the Children of that region. The later one,
Darssystem of Kerala sisinimitable. Itsdesignisprodigy and it operatesthe possessions
accessbleinthecommunity for the proliferation of acquaintance. Theprogressivereligious
classes which were accompaniedesoteric the mosque were entitled as Dars.
Darsstructuremanufacturedmany great scholars, theologians, religious leaders and
reformers. It lend ahand inthe dissemination of Iamic information in diverse parts of
Kerala

By the beginning of the 20" century the enlightened Muslims of the south who had
realized the serious deterioration of the Muslimsin thefield of education started taking
stepsfor their uplift. Inspired by the proceedings of the conference, Mudim leadersof the
south formed, ‘ The South Indian M ohammedan Association’ for the promotion of western
education among the Muslims of the south. In 1911 the Malabar Muslim Educational
Association wasformed at Cochin and itsbrancheswereformed in the different parts of
the Cochin. Thegenerad awakening that followed resulted intheforming of the organization
likethe Mudlim Educationa Society, Mudim educationa Association, and morerecently,
theMudim Service Society all of which have centersindifferent partsof Kerala

The Samastha-K erd a- Jame-at-Ulamaisthe pioneer positioninthe Madrasafield of
education. They have established several Madrasas throughout Kerala. The Ulemas
understood the problemsof traditional Madrasaeducetion and formed the SamasthaK erdla
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Idam MathaVidhyabhyasaBoard whichistrying to solvethe prevailing glitchesface by the
MadrasasysteminKeraa

In 1968, DhakshinaK erdaJameat Ulamaprocured theresourcefulnessto consolidate
an Educationa Board in order to remedy thereligious educational teething troubles of
south Kerala. The congtituents oftheDakshinaK erala Jame at Ulamaevidently shapesthe
accomplishmentsand unprejudicedactions of the board.

Themaintenetsof theboard were,

To make up Mudim studentsunder theteaching of AhluSunnathuwWal Jamaat.
To coalescethe activities of Madrasaunder one syllabus.

Toingtitute Madrasaswherever obligatory.

To concoct syllabus and textbook for Madrasaeducation.

To engrosssupervisorsto crisscrossthe efficacy of Madrasaactivities.

-~ o o 0 T o

Tolaunchtraining centresfor teachers.

It hasintroduced severd policiesfor theeducationd progressof theMudim community.
Theeducationd board hasprepared anew syllabusincorporating the psycho-socid aspects
for theMadrasasand new academic calendar for thereligiouseducational activities. They
organizetraining classesalso for the Madrasateacherstoimprovetheir standard. These
kindsof activitieshave brought new trendsin the | damic educationd system.

Modern education wasataboo in almost all Muslims houses, women’s education
was cond dered something heretical . Superstition and un-Idamic practicesruled the scene.
Instead following the direction of Quran and tradition of the prophet, Muslim found
satisfaction in reciting Quran and without grasping the meaning of itscontents. Asaresult,
modern education spread among them is creating an atmosphere that is conducive to
religiousand socia reform. Inthisreform movement, Travancore and Cochin led Ma abar
account of the spread of education in these areas earlier than in Malabar. Among the
earlier educational, socid and religiousreformerswere SayyidSanaullahM akthi Thangd,
Shaykh Mohammed HamadaniThangal, Vakkom Abdul QadirMoulavi,
ChalilakathK unjahamed Haji and K.M. Moulavi.

Need and Significance of the study

In the present study,M adrasa Education in Southern Kerala: Novel Strategiesand
Recommendations to Modernize the System, there is ahigh need to find solutionsto
modernizethe current system of education to get the system more meaningfully.
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Objectives
1. Toinvestigatenovel inclinationsand researchin MadrasaEducation.
2. Tosearchout operativetacticsfor curriculum transaction.
3. Toacknowledgetherecent trendsandintegratethe present systemwith sufficient
addition of new methodol ogiesand strategiesin hisarena.
M ethodology

Theam of thestudy wasto anayze new trendsand experimentscriticaly whichhelp
to modernize Madrasa education. The following tools, methods and procedures were
employed during theinvestigation.

1. VistedvariousMadrasasand had informal discussonswith Imams.

2. Survey of related literature; reportsof theeva uation of student performancedone
by Madrasas.

3. Usadthe questionnaire contained open ended questionsfor recording additional
informetion.

4. Survey of related articlesand literaturein the current newspapers, journalsand
souvenirsto gather information regarding the new trends and experimentsto
empower madrasaeducation.

Sample

A sampleof the study consistsof 65 studentsand 15 Imamsin different Madrasasin
Kerala
Tool

A genera Datasheet was used to collect the persona background of the students
and institution. A questionnaire was used to collect the responses. Aninterview schedule
was prepared to interact with the officials.

Procedure for data collection

For collecting datatheinvestigator visited variousMadrasasin Thiruvananthapuram,
Kollam Didrricts. Theinvestigator visited each Madrasaand us ng aquestionnaireinteracted
withthelearnersand teachers collected the entiredata.

Analysis of Data

Thedatacollected wereanadyzed to find out the current novel trendsand experiments
inthefield of Madrasaeducation. Idamic education systemin Keralahasundergonerapid
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scientific changesfor thelast two-three decades, particularly dueto the effortsof Idamic
reformist movements, whowereingrumenta intransforming the Darssystemintoamodern
Idamic education systemn covering various agpects of educationa philosophy. They adopted
educational psychology and incorporated different subjectsmore scientificaly.

Tablel.1
Sudent’sviewstowar dsthequOality of Madrasa Education
Criteria Not Average Good Very good Total
satisfactory
Number
of students 22 25 10 8 65
Percentage
of students 3384 38.46 15.38 12.30 100
Tablel.2

Teacher’sviewstowar dsthequality of Madrasa Education

Criteria Not Average Good Very good Total
satisfactory

Number

of teachers 3 5 5 2 15

Percentage

of teachers 20 33.33 33.33 133 100

Asper thecriteriaassigned for the study, the varied views(not satisfactory, average,
good and very good) of studentsand teacherstowardsquality in MadrasaEducation are
showninthetables1.1and 1.2 respectively.

Discussion of Results

Asper thetable 1.1 out of the 65 respondents33.84% perceived qudity of education
asnot satisfactory. About 38.46% found it asaverage while 15.38% responded as good
and12.30% asvery good.

Asper thetable 1.2 out of the 15 respondents, 20% remarked as not satisfactory
and 33.33% responded as average. About 33.33% opined as good and 13.3% asvery
good. It reved sthe need of implementing novel Strategiesto enhancethequdity of Madrasa
Education.
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Reformist movement understood the need to revise the curriculum and started the
combination of 19damic modern education system. Thecore curriculum of Madrasaswasat
liberty fromany irreconcilabledifference. It waswide-ranging and collectivein oddity. They
ama gamated secul ar and religious acquaintance and generated acurriculumwhich availed
for the prerequisitesof Mudlims.The present educational scenario and themodern system
of education demandsatimely changeinthe madrasastream of educationin relation with
quality improvement.

Conclusion

Thispaper was an attempt from the part of theinvestigator tolook at the efficacy
of nove drifts, methodol ogiesand waysand meansto implement modernizationin Madrasa
education system. Thisdome of education isin very need of greatdevotion and teaching
skillsand study skillsshould be advanced asfar asthe M udim education systemisconcerned.

So afresh educationd environment may be provided to devel op the potentialities of
theMadrasastudents particularly inthefield of art and culture. Itisalso desirablefor the
centresof Idamiclearning to provideopportunity for non-Mudim pupilswho areinterested
to learn more about 1slamic education. Timely updating of the curriculum of Madrasas
should bereorganized and renovated.Novel methodol ogies should be espoused inteaching
learning process and ICT should be executed in Madrasa education.lt is high time to
deliver adequate training for teachers of Madrasas to win potential outcome and rich
teaching-learning experiencestothelearners.
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