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PROBLEMSOFDIPLOMATIC CONTINUITY
AND CHANGE: INTER-STATERELATIONSOF
TRAVANCOREAND COCHIN

*Suresh J

Abstract

Towardsthe beginning of modern age, the geographica landscapeand political terrain
of Kerdahad evolved into threeindependent kingdomsof Travancore, Cochinand Calicut.
These Stateswerewd | defined with clear cut boundaries. Their territorieswereuniquein
termsof geography, climate, socia structure, economic resourcesand aboveall bounded
by common language, Maayaam. Among them Travancoreand Cochinwiththefeature
of inseparableterritoria regularitieshad their rolein maintaining theextent of diplomatic
relations between the two. Here the up keeping of Mandal aconcept and diplomacy of
Kautilyaissgnificant. Theintermixtureof jurisdiction amountsto aprodigiousdisadvantage
totheextent cordideintheir political relations. It led to Mg or disputesover severa stuffs
which related to basic necessities of lifelike, land, water etc. To settlethedisputeseven
the British Government had to interferein theform of an arbitrator. Asthese Stateswere
underneath British Colonidism, d ong with theexertionsof these States, British Government
keenly initiated el ucidationsin settling these disputes. L and disputes covered those of
Munambam, Ma ayattur Hillsand Vaiyapanikan Thuruthu and Water disputewasmainly
related to Periyar River. Besidesthesetherewere Minor disputesrel ated to border, roads,
places etc. It includes those of Andhakaranazhi and Kalady Road dispute. It isbeing
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attested to thefact that these areaswere not expl ored in an effective manner to know more
about theextent of diplomatic relations maintained by these States.

Keywords: Inter-state relations, Diplomacy, Mandala Concept, Boundary disputes,
Encroachments

Introduction

Kingdomswerenaturd aliesand Diplomatic rel ationswereinevitableto gain strength
and resource appropriation. Inter State relationswere mainly promoted by thelonging of
therulersfor the acknowledgment of their politica supremacy by other States. They acted
onthebasisof political, economic and military self-interest. Inter-Staterelationsaways
turn hostile dueto many factors. Questionsrelated to boundary, incomefrom tradeand
commerce, religiousendeavoursetc., leadsto unfriendly state of affairsbetween States.
Diplomatic rel ations between the States often determinethe nature of settling the disputes.
Someof thetactful policiesin settling these disputes by therulersof both the Stateshad
genuineresemblancesof inter-State rel ations maintained by theancient timesasembodied
inthe Mandalatheory of Chanakya,* who evolved the Mandalatheory in Arthasastra.?
Geographica base, economic and military powerswerethe determining factors. The State
awayshasthe continuousthirst for wealth and makes attempt to thrivefor it. Political and
diplomaticfailureleadsto unnecessary warsand external interference.

The inter-State relations of Travancore and Cochin were not far from the above
gtatement. Among theinnumerable princely statesof pre-independent India, theseerstwhile
kingdomsformed anintegrd part of South India. The disputesbetween Travancore-Cochin
Stateswere also related to encroachments and theright of establishing their power. The
important disputesin thisregard wererelated to Andhakaranazhi, K eezhcheri Desom,
Thiruvamkulam Muri and Cand, Kaniannoor Desom Kaady road and Kuriyappally River.
These disputes existed only for adecade. The minor disputes were emerged after the
ettlement of J.C. Hannyngton Commission. Both Travancoreand Cochin had taken specia
interest in settling these minor disputes cordially without changing them into major issues
by affirming that diplomeacy isredly thelifeblood of the State. Thefruitful aspect of Mandda
theory can bebest understood in selling the minor disputes.

Objectives of the Study

The Inter-State relations between Travancore and Cochin were practically an
unexplored area. No serious study had been madeto exploretheorigin of disputesbetween
the Statesregarding variousmattersof interest. The present study focusestheminor disputes
emerged between the Statesin thelast quarter of the 19" century. Itaims:
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1. Toknow theinseparableterritoria regularitiesand their roleinboosting conflicts
and disputes.

2. Topoint out theminor regiond encroachmentsand peaceful settlementsby netive
States.

M ethodology

The articleis made up entirely on the basis of archival datarelated to the origin,
devel opment and settlement of disputes. Themethodology reliedinthisperusd is descriptive,
andytica and argumentative.

Therewere Mgor disputesrelated to land, water and temple management. Land
disputes covered those of Munambam, Mdayattur Hillsand Vaiyapanikan Thuruthu. Water
disputes were mainly related to Periyar River. Devaswom disputes comprised of
[rinjal akkudaK ooda amanikkam temple, Annamanadatempleat Adoor, Perumanam and
Elamkunnapuzha Temple. Inthiscontext an externa interference occurred in theform of
Britishinterventionto settlethe disputes. Being an aly of Travancoreand Cochin by the
treatiesof 1805 and 1806, respectively the M adras Government appointed aCivil Servant,
J. C. Hannington asArbitrator in 1880. These disputeshad for several decadesbeenthe
subject of acrimonious correspondence between thetwo Statesand asource of vexation
to both the parties.®According to hisverdictsamost al the disputeswere settled amicably
either infavour of Cochin or Travancore. Along with the settling of major disputes some
minor disagreementsemerged between the states.

Minor disputes between Travancore-Cochin States were also related to
encroachmentsand theright of establishing their power, most of which wererelated with
the boundaries of both Travancore and Cochin. These disputeswere mainly concerned
with border, encroachmentsof rivers, canas, cultivated land, changing of border stones,
and dteration of survey mapsandillegd collection of taxesfrom boundary places. Though
certain problemswere amicably solved to some extent through discussion, consultation,
agreementsand arbitrations, some problems had been continued for along period. The
boundary lineof Cochin goesaong theborder of the Proverthiesof Aykaranad, Trikkakara,
Manjapraand Perumbavoor in the Kunnathunad Taluk. In order to prevent disputesit
becameinevitableto conduct survey operationsin the Kunnathunad Taluk with the survey
of theadjoining Taluksof Cochin. The Cochin Survey Agency beganther operationsinthe
areasof future contention. At the sametime Travancore commenced survey operationsin
villages adjacent to the above said portions of the Cochin State. An arrangement had been
aready sanctioned for the deputation of aCochin official to represent Cochin during the
progress of Travancore survey operationsontheboundary line. It wasdesirableto lay
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down certain definiteinstructions of the guidance of the Survey Departmentsof both the
Statesto enablethem to act in concert, in the demarcation and survey of thelandsonthe
border. The Survey Superintendent suggested amodus operandi that might be adopted.
The State boundary between Travancore and Cochin to the boundary stones planted at
that time, werefound to beincorrect during the Revenue Survey. Theimportant disputesin
thisregard wererelated to Andhakaranazhi and Ka ady road Dispute. Emerged after the
settlement of J.C. Hannyngton Commission, these disputes had existed only for adecade.
Both Travancore and Cochin had taken special interest in settling these minor disputes
cordialy without changing theminto mgjor issues.

Dispute over Andhakaranazhi

Andhakaranazhi was acoastal villagelocated in Alleppey District of themodern
Stateof Kerda Now itisalittora villagein Pettanakkad Grama Panchayat, in Cherthala
Taluk. Andhakaranazhi belonged to Thuravur Proverthy in the Cherthala Taluk* of
Travancore Sate.® Earlier Chellanam Village separated Travancoreterritory from Cochin
by asmall opening into the sea called Andhakaranazhi .6 It was once the State boundary
between Travancore and Cochin.” There existed aChal (small stream) belonging tothe
northern side of Cochin.? It devel oped dueto continuous sand sedimentation formed by
the continuous action of seawater. Possession and control of thisminor regionwasof greet
Importanceto both the States. It wasjust 27 km parallel to Cochin port. Besidesthisit
wasabusy fishing hub.

A tracing of the dispute go back to 1870's. When Hannington arrived asArbitrator to
settlethe disputes between the Statesthe matter got hisattention. He carefully studied the
locality and laid boundary stones between the Statesin thisdisputed area. But Cochin’'s
attitudetowardsits acceptance was of ten negative. Further actionson Cochinssideindicate
thesame. Asyearswent by, Cochin showed moreirritationinitsdegingswith thislocality.
On 25 October 1900, the Superintendent of Policereported to the Dewan of Travancore
that aRevenue Survey was going to be done by Cochin Government at Andhakaranazhi.
It would disturb the existing boundary as those of 1880’ s between thetwo States near
Andhakaranazhi . Travancorethat made no encroachment aleged that Cochin encroached
the Travancore side near Andhakaranazhi.*’A number of encroachmentswerecited from
Andhakaranazhi to Munambam Bar. The Diwan Krishna Swami responded tothatina
serious manner. He demanded adetailed report regarding the encroachmentsfrom the
Acting Superintendent. Diwan KrishnaSwvami informed theAss stant in Charge of Survey
Superintendent, of dutiesand about the encroachment. He ordered to make arrangement
for alocal inspection and verification.
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Order of the Diwan was passed to S Padmanabha lyer, the Diwan Peishkar
Kottayam. Heingpected Andhakaranazhi region with Kunjan Pillai, Revenueofficer. In
their inspectionit wasclearly found that the Cochin surveyor had placed anew stoneon
Travancoreportion of theregion. Duetothis Travancorelost nearly 16 cents. ' They prepared
adetailed report stating encroachment on Travancore side. Diwan Peishkar K ottayam
forwarded acopy of thereport to Diwan of Travancore. Inthereport it was stated that
Cochin Survey party had encroached the purampoke and No. 357 of Travancoreterritory
and planted demarcating stone and pegstherein.’?

The Dewan Peshkar of Cochin stated that the encroachment near Andhakaranazhi
had been removed. After hisdeclaration aloca ingpection was made by the Superintendent
of Survey, Travancore State. He reported erasing of encroachmentsby Travancore and
Cochinryots. Within prohibited limitsof midlinetrue boundary of thetwo Statesuponthe
river between Edappally, KunnathunaduTal uk, Travancore and Ernakulam Proverthy,
Kanayanur District were subsequently noticed and stepsweretaken toremoveit. It was
reported by the Cochin Diwan that the encroachments on their respective sideswere
removed.®® Thiswas confirmed by theletter No.7724/R.dated 22" January 1906 from
the Diwan Peishkar, K ottayam to Diwan of Travancore. TheActing Resident’sletter DisNo
439 dated the 8"august 1906 regarding the removal of encroachments on both in the
boundary canal between Edappally and Ernakulum werereleased. TheActing Resident
reported that the encroachments on the portion of the Cochin-Travancore boundary were
cleared and that there were no encroachments on Travancore side. He also added that
there was some discrepancy in the two village maps of Cherthala Taluk. It would be
rectified during thejoining revision survey of the stated boundary whichwasin progress.4

Kalady Road Dispute

With the eraof tarred and metalled roads Travancore wanted to connect northward
and southward portionsof thekingdom with fineroads. From Trissur to Travancoreterritory
aroad wasessentia for communication and transportation. Speedy movement of cargoes
wasitsprimemotive. Already Travancore got Karappuram, Cherthalaand Alangad from
Cochin.*® The newly recommended road wasto connect southern Cochinwith Northern
Travancore. Theroad southward from Cochin side and the new road in north Travancore
would progressthrough theisol ated territory of Cochinterritory onthebank of the Periyar
River.1

Thearguments put forward by Travancorein thisroad construction wereasfollows:

1.- The Cochin territory should make the benefits of the Travancore road
construction. Cochin can connect isolated tractsof their kingdom.
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2. Theroad construction isbeing done under the supervision of the Travancore
engineers. Full responsibility wasvested with Travancore Sirkar.

3. Theconstruction hel ped forthcoming devel opments of both the States.

Asacontrary to the above statements and assurances, Cochin Sircar explained their
stand.

Arguments made by Cochin Government

1- Kadady DesomintheVelarapilly Proverthy belonged to the Cochin Government
till 1816. Travancore Government forcibly took stepsfor thefixation of 755
parasand 3/16 Edangaliesof paddy |and and 138 piece of gardenland belonged
to Kalady Desom later and annexed them to the Manjapara Proverthy of
Travancore State.

2. In1824 aconferencewasconducted andinit the above mentioned thingswere
discussed.

3-  TheCochin Government never gave up claiming theremaining portionsof the
Kdady Desom and such portions have aways been under its Government.

4. Thedisputed portionsconsisted of Janmamlands.*

5- Inasmal portion of Chengal Desom and the portion of Kalady Desom
Travancore Government had no claim.

6- Cochin’searlier attempt to construct aroad through Edappally Janmamland
was not accepted by the Travancore Government.

Without considering the arguments of Cochin Government, Travancore decided to
proceed with the new mission.The Superintendent of Travancore accepted the benefits of
Engineers recommendation. Tahsildar of Alangad informed that the line of road out of
Kalady said to be the Cochin territory was not so and as aresult, arrangements were
made and work started at that place.’® But one of the Cochin officials, with weapons,
drew away coolies from the work, and threatened the men of work.*® As aresult the
progress of the work came to a standstill. So he requested to avoid such illegal and
unauthorized activities.® The supervisor in charge of the northern road reported the matter
immediately to Travancore Sircar. Herequested that immediate stepswere being taken in
thematter to enablework to be proceeded with and further mol estation of theworking
parties prevented. 2

The Chief Engineer of Travancore demanded theimmediate attention of the Diwan
of Travancoreon theissue. At any cost, the obstruction created by the Cochin officiasto
Travancorework on the portion of the northern road and the damagethey effected tothe
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road in carrying out their objection wasto beeliminated.”? Hed so noticed that the problem
wasto bereferred to Alangad Tahsildar.® The construction of Kalady road demanded
seriousattention from the part of Resident. Hewanted to settle the disputein an amicable
and liberal manner 2

The Resident raised the question to the Diwan of Cochin asto whether Kalady was
located inthe Cochinterritory or Travancoreterritory and settlethe problem harmonioudy.
The Resident demanded Cochin Government to placethe claim on record, leaving the
disputed boundary to be adjusted.? The construction of road was no longer apoint of
oppositionfromthe part of Cochin. So heurged Cochingovernment totakeafair decison
on constructing roads.

Even though such arguments were there on the matter, both the parties agreed to
settlethematter amicably. It wasanother ingance of settling theageold diplomatic reations
eveninminor disputed cases. Therewould be no mutual jealousies, no mutual strife.

Conclusion

TheMinor disputes between the countries mostly culminated in conflictsand wars.
But asfar as Travancore and Cochin were concerned, the major minor disputesthat were
rel ated to Andhakaranazhi and Kd ady road Dispute had been settled with mutud discussions
and agreementsand even by theinterference of British Residents. Thismay besometimes
be dueto thefact that both these territorieswere under the sway of apowerful colonial
authority. Theencroachmentsof theindividual or Desomswere not tolerated by both the
States of Travancore and Cochin. These encroachments, sometimes, served as bottle-
necksto the smooth transportation and tradein theregion. At that time, therearoseaneed
to evict those encroachments by the authorities of both the States. These endeavourson
the part of erstwhile Travancore and Cochin hel ped them to keep up their separate State
entity. Therewereno superior and inferior cal culationsin aseriousform between thetwo.
Boththe partieshad to suffer the bitterness of temporary disputes. That iswhy they could
upholdtheir prestigeto an amazing extent. To acertain extent by settling theminor disputes,
these native states mai ntai ned successful diplomaticrelations. It prevented themfromgoing
for destructivewars.
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